TRUSTING GOD DURING TIMES OF INJUSTICE

~Linda J. MacDonald

The pain of experiencing injustice is difficult for most of us to bear.  Of course, no one is perfect.  No one is a perfect husband or wife friend or relative, boss or employee.  However, there are times in this life where sinful human beings or world systems go against God’s heart for his children, and do something outrageous to his beloved.  Betrayal, adultery, lying, abandonment, rejection, maligning, slander, and even physical harm are sins others may commit against us as we live in this fallen world.

While it is important to examine oneself to be sure there is no foothold we have given Satan to take advantage of us, not all that comes our way is something we have opened the door to through sin or negligence.  

Sometimes there is a larger, cosmic battle going on, as in the case of Job.  He was innocent and did not deserve his trials and attacks.  Yet he was unable to see into the heavenlies to see the spiritual ramifications of his troubles and their significance in God’s greater purposes.

Other times, we are the recipients of another person’s sinful heart and actions simply because we live in a horribly fallen world with human beings who are not submitted to our Lord.  As a result, we get damaged in the crossfire of their rebellion.  Hurting people turn around and hurt other people.  

What we can be assured of, when nothing makes sense, is that:

· God sees and hears it all – all the behind the scenes deeds and schemes are open to his view.  Nothing escapes his notice.

· God is just and will ultimately bring his justice to bear.

· It may not be in our timing, but justice is guaranteed to occur.

· God may not choose to prevent hurt and injustice, but He will ALWAYS repair, heal and redeem whatever we go through as we come to Him with our hearts.

· God himself, in the form of Jesus Christ, has experienced the greatest injustices of all by enduring false accusation, maligning, shame in front of others, betrayal by both close and distant friends, tremendous opposition of sinners against himself (Hebrews 12), the punishment for sins he wouldn’t dream of committing, and murder that he in no way deserved.  Hebrews 12 reminds us to consider Jesus when we get discouraged.  He’s been there.  He knows what it is like.  He cares.  And, will ultimately bring about His divine purposes.

One of the most difficult things to bear is watching those who are rebelling and harming us in the process seeming to get away with it.  No one is stopping them. They are not having to face the consequences for their misdeeds.  God appears helpless, when he does not come to our aid in our way and our timing, nor does he seem to be bringing their own consequences upon their heads.

At such times, I have found it useful to remind myself that God is just.  Justice is in his nature;  his character.  Yet, his ways are past finding out and my job is to trust. 

That does not mean we are not to be assertive.  But it does mean the results and timing need to be left to God.


The following verses on justice and words of comfort will be quoted in part or full, some from the New Living Translation, and some from the NIV, and still others from the Amplified Bible.  I have included my own emphasis with capitalization, bolding, and use of italics.   I hope these bring you the same comfort they've brought me. 

Psalm 37: 6 "He will make your innocence as clear as the dawn, and the justice of your cause will shine like the noonday sun." 

Psalm 37: 28 "For the Lord loves justice, and he will never abandon the godly." 

Jeremiah 9:23,24 "Let not the wise man boast of his wisdom or the strong man boast of his strength or the rich man boast of his riches, but let him who boasts boast about this: that he understands and knows me, that I am the Lord, who exercises kindness, justice and righteousness on earth, for in these I DELIGHT." 

Isaiah 61:8 "For I, the Lord, love justice; I hate robbery and iniquity..." 

Psalm 11:7  "For the Lord is righteous, and he loves justice." 

Romans 2:5 "But because of your stubbornness and your unrepentant heart, you are storing up wrath against yourself for the day of God's wrath, when his righteous judgment will be revealed." 

Jeremiah 17:10 (Amplified) "I, the Lord, search the mind, I try the heart, even to give every man according to his ways, according to the fruit of his doings." 

Isaiah 40:27 "How can you say...the justice due me escapes the notice of my God?" (the verses through end of chapter are good, too) 

Colossians 3:25 "But if you do what is wrong, you will be paid back for the wrong you have done.  For God has no favorites who can get away with evil." 

Galatians 6:7,8 "Don't be misled.  Remember you can't ignore God and get away with it.  You will always reap what you sow!  Those who live only to satisfy their own sinful desires will harvest the consequences of decay and death." 

Proverbs 1:28 - 33 "...since they hated knowledge and did not choose to fear the Lord...they will eat the fruit of their ways and be filled with the fruit of their schemes.  For the waywardness of the simple will kill them and the complacency of fools will destroy them..." 

Romans 12:19 "Do not take your own revenge...but leave room for the wrath of God...for it is written "It is mine to avenge; I will repay" says the Lord." 

I Peter 2:23 (regarding Jesus) "He did not retaliate when he was insulted.  When he suffered, he did not threaten to get even.  He left his case in the hands of God, WHO ALWAYS JUDGES FAIRLY." 

II Thess. 1:6  "God is just: He will pay back trouble to those who trouble you and give relief to you who are troubled..." 

Hebrews 13:4  "...for God will judge the adulterer and all the sexually immoral." 

Proverbs 6:29  "So it is with the man who sleeps with another man's wife.  He who embraces her will not go unpunished." 

I Timothy 5:24 "...some people lead sinful lives, and everyone knows they will be judged.  But there are others whose sin will not be revealed until later." 

Proverbs 1:30 - 31  "They rejected my advice and paid no attention when I corrected them.  That is why they must eat the bitter fruit of living their own way.  They must experience the full terror of the path they have chosen...their own complacency will destroy them." 

Isaiah 54:17  "But no weapon that is formed against you shall prosper, and every tongue that shall rise against you in judgment you shall show to be in the wrong...This is the righteousness or the vindication which they obtain from Me -- this is that which I impart to them as their justification -- says the Lord." 

Psalm 147: 3,4,5,6 "He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds.  He counts the stars and calls them all by name.  How great is our Lord! His power is absolute!  His understanding is beyond comprehension!" 

Psalm 34:18 "The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit." 

Psalm 119: 114  "You are my refuge and my shield; your word is my only source of hope." 

Psalm 119:50 "My comfort in my suffering is this: your promise renews my life." 

Psalm 55:22  "Give your burdens to the Lord, and he will take care of you.  He will not permit the godly to fall." [this was said right after David shares his pain over being betrayed by someone he trusted] 


Psalm 94:18 & 19 "I cried out, "I'm slipping!" and your unfailing love, O Lord, supported me.  When doubts filled my mind, your comfort gave me renewed hope and cheer." 

Psalm 37:39  "But the salvation of the righteous is of the Lord; He is their refuge and secure stronghold in the time of trouble."

Other comforting verses/promises:

Proverbs 14:9  “Fools make fun of guilt, but the godly acknowledge it and seek reconciliation.”

Psalm 119:50 “This is my comfort and consolation in my affliction, that your word has revived me and given me life.”

Psalm 31:7  “I am overcome with joy because of your unfailing love, for you have seen my troubles, and you care about the anguish of my soul.”

Psalm 71:20-21  “You have allowed me to suffer much hardship, but you will restore me to life again and lift me up from the depths of the earth.  You will restore me to even greater honor and comfort me once again.”   
PAGE  
4

